Category A1 -Globally -threatened species: A site that qualifies under this category must -regularly hold significant numbers of a globally threatened species, or other species of global conservation concern.‖ For example, a site will qualify under this category if it holds the Ibadan Malimbe Malimbus ibadanensis, which is critically endangered, as well as being a Nigerian endemic. Category A2 -Restricted range species: Sites that qualify under this category must be -known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of species whose breeding distributions define an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) or a Secondary Area‖. For example a site, may qualify under this category if it holds a species such as the Red-headed Rock fowl Picathartes oreas, whose world range covers less than 50,000 km 2 . Category A3 -Biome restricted assemblages: A site qualifies in this category if it is -known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of species whose distributions are largely or wholly confined to one biome.‖ In Nigeria, this category is further subdivided into four biome assemblages, viz:  Sahel Savanna (A03)  Sudan-Guinea Savanna (A04)  Guinea-Congo Forests (A05)  Afrotropical Highlands (A07) Category A4 -Globally important congregations: To qualify in this category a site must meet at least one of the four criteria below: i. The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, 1% or more of a biogeography population of a congregatory waterbird species. ii. The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, 1% or more of a global population of a congregatory seabird or terrestrial species. iii. The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, at least 20,000 water-birds, or at least 10,000 pairs of seabird, of one or more species. iv. The site is known or through to be a ‗bottleneck site' where at least 20,000 pelicans (Pelecanidae) and/or stocks (Ciconiidae) and/or raptors (Accipitriformes and Falconiformes) and/or cranes (Gruidae) pass regularly during spring and/or autumn migration. The awareness generated by these two conservation initiatives, particularly the Ramsar Convention, led to the research works of Fiselier [5] and Barbier et al. [6] in which wetlands began to be recognized as very important and valuable ecosystems. Wangari [7] is of the view that scientific literature on tropical wetlands is poor, and that gaps stills exist in our knowledge of these important ecosystems. The percentage of Nigerian land under environmental reservation has declined from the near 11% of the 1980s as result of habitat degradation and loss, brought about by environmentally unfriendly anthropogenic activities. This has prompted the need for identification and placing of more land areas under some form of environmental protection especially for birds. It is with a view to contributing to the identification of such sites of conservation significance that this study was conceived and carried out.
II. Materials And Methods
The study was carried out in Upper Benue River Basin complex of Adamawa State (Fig. 1a) [9] . Distant birds were viewed for identification purposes with the aid of a pair of a 10 x 40 binoculars and a telescope. Identification and nomenclature of birds followed Borrow and Demey and Borrow [10] .
Additionally, the number of times a species was encountered during the TSC, or incidentally after the TSC, was recorded on a separate datasheet. This enabled the estimation of total count for each species, so as to determine whether any of the sites qualifies for designation as a Ramsar site on the basis of the Ramsar Criterion 3 or as an IBA on the basis of category A4.
Following the statistical procedures described by Fowler and Cohen [11] and Sokal and Rohlf [12] , Mann Whitney U -Tests were used to compare possible differences in birds' diversity between the two lakes.
III. Results
For each of the study sites, species checklists including the estimated abundance of each species were compiled. 163 species in 53 bird family families were recorded at Kiri lake, while 160 species in 55 bird families were recorded at Gyawana lake. There was no significance difference in species diversity within bird families between the two lakes (p< 0.05; Mann -Whitney U -Test). TABLES 3 and 4 compare the biotic characteristics of the two wetlands against the criteria used in assessing sites for designation as Ramsar or IBA sites.
V. Conclusion
In conclusion, none of the birds recorded in the area is of global conservation significance but the study brings into notice the need to conserve natural wetland ecosystems as even small sized natural wetlands compare favourably in renewable natural resources with larger human-made lakes in the same ecological area.
